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New spider species
spotted at Mangalavanam

WO KEW species of spi

ders have been spotied

in ithe mangroves of

Mongalaovanam by the
sclentists al the Division of
Arachnology. under the Deport-
ment of Joology, ar Sacred
Heart College, Thovarn, in
Kaxchi.

One belongs (o the woll spi-
der family called Lycosa while
the other comes under (he e
neric name Cpodomaia in Te
tragnat hidae family

PA. Sebostian, Reader, who
leads the research on spiders
here, said that the presence of
these splders necded oo e vali
dated in a science journal. The
names of the spiders would be
provided when i is published in
the  Intemmational  Jowrmal —of
Arachnology. brought oul by
the International Arachoology
ASociety in the LS A

Dhuring the bunt for splders in
Mangalavamam ovier a period of

e wieeks, the team ol sclen
tists spotted 23 differem spiders
under 280 genuses  fmom 13
fumilies

ey include both the wieb-
spinning  vaniety  and  those,
which o not spin a web, M.]
MBMathew. AV, Sudhikumar and
E. Sunish are the research as
sistunts o [r. Sebastion

Haven for spiders

The scientists gre also plan-
ning to present a paper on AMan

galavanam at the Buropean
Arachmiedogy Colloguivnm te Dae
hickl i Solio. Bulgaria, in A
FLITEN “Wilangealovariens  an
proves” Bountiful netural (oo is
o vy Tow peo juest spaloders Lo
Foor an Dot wnd oot bveer Toivmvn £, saial
. Sebastiomn

The marshy land here was
bovamel 1o b hoanie for a largee
b of Pisooara spiders, D
Sebastian said thar as yet there
waere o repors of these spiders
fowendd in such large numbers

e spiclers of Avanioae G
Hy, Fownd in barpe noamibsers ol
Mangalavanam, sl b
found verv useful in biotechn
ologicol studies, 1. Sebastian

siiel. The gemwe responsible [or
s wely fibre had bBeen Tousd
pseful lor commercinl prod
Phory o artilicial silk using otler
andrmuils and planis, he sald, A
Iotechnology  Institute in the
LS, claimed o have proodoced
artihcial silk with this gene us
impr poat’s miilk, he acdded

Such silk fibre was compara
P £on aamw drcins Bilbaee aal 0 hwie saave
tmsasune, i, Sebastian sald., As
such, there could e immense
applications canging lrom heing
ke os sursmical fibre o even
praarts of a parachote

iy Shpvaersan Rojogropsl
Fhaoto; Mahesh Harlol




