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Studying

RACHNOLOODY, OR
the study of spiders, is
ot commaon in India
This makes the
Division of Arachanology
under the Department of
Zoalogy in Sacred Hean
College, at Thevara in Kochi,
rather unigue. In fact, it is the
only one of its kind in Kerala

Not only are there sclentists
studving spiders, but also
collectors of spiders who
display them as pets, Not
many would have though
that the study of spiders
wolld lead to so many
discoveries in Kerala

The division has identified
maore than 400 species of
spiders in Kerala. including 40
new species, savs LA
Sebastian, head of the
Division of Arachanology
scientists believe that as many
as 1,.70,000 spocies of spiders
could exist. Till now 38,274
species of spiders in 3,530
genera and 110 families have
been described. Those who
want o know more about
spiders could visit the website
wiww. southindianspiders.com
It contains a reasure irove of
information on spiders
According (o Dr, Sebastian,
the website launched by the
Division is the only ane of its
kind in the country

According 1o Dy, Sebastian,
spiders can control pest
population and reduce crop
damage. Spiders feed almosi
exclusively on insects, but
j{tle attention has been paid

10 their possible use in
controlling insect and pest
populations

Applied Arachnology Is sl
in its infancy, although
Arachnologists believe that
spiders could be of immense
use in agroecosystems. Spiders
could play a major rale in
integrated pest management

Arachnologists believe
that spiders could be
of immense use in
agroecosystems.
Spiders could play a
role in Integrated pest
management and
biological control

and biological contral, which
has become important in view
of the pollution caused by
chemical insecticides and
pesticides

Spiders have not recelved
enough attention because
little was known of their
ecology and interaction with
other insect populations. For
instance, did you know thai
spiders are not classified as
insects but as arthropods
(jodmt-footed animalg) under
the class Arachnido

I'he research work

spiders
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conducted by the scientisis in
the Arachnology Divison has
led o the sanctioning of four
externally-funded research
prijjecis. While one each is
funded by the Indian Council
of Agricultural Research and
the University Grants
Commission, two projects are
heing aided by the Kerala
atate Council lor Science,
lechnology and Environment.,
Ihiruvananthapuram

Ihe findings of these
projects will b presented an
the 16th International
Congress of Arachnology 1o be
held at Gent Universiny,
Belgium, in August 2004
Anather LIGE project was
awarded recently o D
Sebastian and his team o
study mygalomorph spiders,
which are large primitive
spiders living in burrows or on
trees. The species faces the
threat of extinction because ol
s0il erosion and deforestation
larantulas, tiger spiders and
bird spiders are some of the
species that fetch a good price
in the international mnrke

For those who find the
basic blological sciences
interesting, spiders could be
an interestung lopic of study
This area of study provides
one the thrill of unearthing
new insights on one of the
least understood species In
the animal kingdom. Study of
spiders is taken up alter post
graduation in Zoology. &
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