Rare spiders
found

HE RESEARCH twam from the
Arachanology Division of the
llﬁul’lr‘l:rlll ol jl"_.nrrlng'!.' i the
Sacred Heart College, Koohi,
has found some rare and new splider
species in and around the Wagamaon
grasslands, hills
anad sl
| foresis
A new fined by
the team, yol o
b marmaed, has
been  kentified
as o species of
the  Linyphidae
family. Accord.
ing to the wam
leader. PA, Se.
bastian. thi spi-
der constmicts a
retreal made up
of small  sodl
particles in ihe
centre of  the
wieh and hides
itsell  inm this
relreal.
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ran: species,
Rhene flovigera,
a junlpl.rip: \.pl
der was collect-
od from a Shola
forest, near Ku-
risumala, by the
FEPar II ({11
I was only once
meporicd 0 e
seen in Dndonme-
s i 1B4BR
Argyodes -
: : WESCNS, @ M
ber of the black widow spider family,
was spotied by the team members o Ko
lahalamedu. This particular species.
wilh characieristie black spots on s
rear, was repoited o have been seen
cardier in Sri Lanka in 1880, cxplains Dy,
Selastian

Anciher rare species called Rhene
candida was also collected lor the firsa
time in India, clalm the sclieniists. This
species found in the Wagamon grass-
lands was earlier reponed o b found in
China in 1937,

The rescarchers, Samson [Davis, lohn
loseph, AV, Sudhikumar and 3], Bath-
ew along with Dr. Sebastian, fownd and
cullectied 44 species of spiders during a
short period from the identified area
The scientists believe that the fraghle
coosystem should be conserved and the
rich biodiversity protected.

The scientisis plan o take up further
studies on the biodiversity of Wagamon
amil it surrounding areas.
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