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Denizens of spiderworld

F ONE had wondered about

Gerald Durrel’s penchant 1o

call n spider or a scorplon or

a beetle a beauty, here are a
group of people who do exactly
tht,

Watching a live spider under a
microscope, one can get really at
tached 10 these H-logged crea
tures, says o sclentist in the
group. Their alert eyes and quick
movements can be fun 1o watch
And the spiders have about G-H
eyes oo apart from that many
A,

Mind vou, these web apinners
are not insects, since their tixo
nomic classification s different
They come under the class called
Aranae and come under the
group called Arachneda. And the
study of splders is called Arach.
nology. Among the colleges in the
State, only the Deparntment ol
Zoology at Sacred Heart College,
Thevara, has an entire division
devoted o Arnchnology.

PA. Sebastion, heading the de
partment, Thevara, feels that the
research undertaken by his el
low researchers and students is
sure to benelil humanity in ohe
long run. Established in 1998, the
work undertaken by the team has
lead o the idemiification of 15
new specles of spiders for the
first time ever and B species wore
spotted for the first time in India
The team had also worked in the
Lakshadweep Islands and had
identificd 18 species there. The
specimens of the new species will
be entrusted with the Zoological
Survey of India. Dr. Sebastian
sy

Rio-ecalogical studies and the
predatory potential of spider fau
na in the rice ecosystem of Kutta
nad in Kerala is a project taken
up by the Arachnology division
under the State Government s
Science, Technology and bnvi
ronment Committee, Last year
the project got1 support from the
Indian Council of Agricultural
Research and 18 scope  wik
widened.

The binlogical control of Insect
pests by using spiders as preda-
tors Is belng studied in four dis-
tricts of Kerala, [t will be used as n
peg (o take the project from tho
lab to the fields. It aims at the
possibility of using spiders in b

ological pest management under
the integrated post managemen
programmi,

John loseph from 500, Colloge,
PFathummal Beewvi, Department
af Entormalioggy, L g o o
culture, Vellanikkara, Thnissur,
and Senior Research Fellows, Ay
Varghose aindd Wiju OO0, are pha
Co-lnvestigntors in the team,

I'he study has so far identitied
a4 species from the vegetable andl
paddy fields of Emakulam, 1d
dukki, Thrissur amd Palakkac
Ihe abundance of the speecios ol
spider has been kdentified, The
next phase of the study would in
volve studying the biology of thiee
doaminant species

Save D, Sebastion, " NMass prn
duction and s application are
slightly difficult but they are be
ing given shape " Such biolog
ical control of insccl pesis ane
being done in Thailand, Malay
sim, Japan and even the U e
added,

Ihe division

aciive s doing

quite n few other research pro
jeets 100, AV, Sudhikumar, CSIH

Felliww |s working an the biology
and taxonomy of some preda
Clous spiders while Samson Lia
vis, Senlor Lecturer, 5 H. Collegoe
hins taken up studies on Salticl
doe - or the jumping spiders ol
Korala, Sunil lose of 51, Albert's
Schoal has aken up the study ol
diversity of aplders in Ernakulam
disirict

Anothoer  interesting armea ol
stipdy 10 e taken up by the divi
sion is the with of the spiders. i
cin bhe called bio steel, says L
Sebasiian

Says D, Joseph, there is Hole
awareness  alsoul saplders Mo
of the spiders here ane really pol
sonous, he mbids, ‘The allergles
which had been secn on individ
unls are usually secondary ancd
not dircctly caused by the spl
ders. In Gact, iU ane has two glant
crab spiders (Hetropoda veneto
rlal ar homee, there is no nesd o
any othor control  measuane (O
cockroaches, informs Dr. Joseph
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