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Great demand for
spiders from Kerala

iy Our Stall Reporter

ROCHL, SEPT, 18 You may be in love
with the web, but what about
ihe sphder? I you ihink this
Inverichrate is a creature
everyone would like 1o keep at
bay, you are mistaken.

There are hundreds in Europe
who breed them and keep them
as lovely pets. OF course, it is
nol the ordinary spidet that are
commaonly found in the tropics
and moves on menacingly.

There are very spoecial and
rare species of splders having

speciacular features, Some of
the bigger ones, as big as the
palin, known as ‘laraniulas’
have attraciive and colourlul
piripes and spots and are hot
favourites of the pet lovers in
ihe Wiesl,

Ihere is o regular illegal trallic
of these species from Kerala (o
the Western countries, according
o o few roologiss who have
been keeping track of the
spiders,

These species are found (n the
forests of Kevala and fetch a
peice of around $200 In Curope,

A recent intemational workshop
on laraniulas held al
PFarmabikbulam had established
ihat iwe rare varieibes known as
Toccilotheria bkl and ‘regalis’
aire Townd In Kerala

Anather rare variety known as
‘rufilata’ has been found In
Thinevanamhapuram, accofding
to studies in Arachnology (which
includes siudy of spiders)
conducted by a team of
roologists headed by Dy, I,
Sehastian of Sacoed Hearis
College, Thevara, Mr, Sunil Jose
and Mr. Sudhl Kumar,

"Poecilothieria sriala’ spocies
af the tarantulas are also found
i thie Slate,

According 1o the roologists,
thawigehs (here I8 & comamon

notion that these species are
vermous, theie is no evidence
o prove i,

In fact, §i Is bocaune of
et o Tromm olher sowices
that ihe billen perwon gels
symptoms of various alments,
according (o these redpaig




